
VIRTUAL TOOLS FOR LISTINGS
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As the COVID-19 Stay in Place ordinance is in 
effect, some sellers may not feel comfortable 
permitting outside photographers into their 
home for listing photography. The following 
guide can be used to walk your sellers 
through taking their own listing photography 
to send to you for final editing and processing.

Walk your client through these best practices 
and share your expertise so they can capture 
the best shots possible!

Open all blinds and shutters
Natural light is the best option for good 
photography so make sure to open up 
all of your blinds and pull your curtains 
back so you can get the most light into 
your home.

Step 1. Prepare your home

Step 2. Shooting your home

Step 3. Editing the photos

Step 1. Prepare your home

Turn on all interior lights
Make sure all of your lights are turned 
on in every room to make easy 
shooting. Turning on lamps might even 
be a good idea if more light is needed 
in the home.

DIY Photography Best Practices
How to Walk Your Clients Through DIY Photography
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Turn off all ceiling fans
Turning off all moving objects for 
photography is key as you do not want 
a blurry motion in your photos.

Step 1. Cont.

Declutter and stage interior
Make sure to put away all personal 
belongings and try to make your home 
look as staged as possible. It’s 
important for buyers to be able to see 
themselves living in your home!

Always shoot landscape
Landscape photos will capture more of 
your space and make your rooms look 
larger.

Step 2. Shooting Your Home

Time of day
Shoot in the early morning (before your 
day gets crazy) or late afternoon when 
the natural light is soft.
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Create depth
Aiming your camera towards the corner 
of the room will help your room to feel 
larger, never point straight at a wall.

Avoid using the digital zoom
Instead of using your phone’s zoom 
feature just get closer to the item you 
are trying to shoot.

Use wide-angle setting if applicable
If you have a phone that has a 
wide-angle option use this setting as it 
will help you capture more of your 
space.

Step 2. Cont.

Utilize your camera’s HDR setting
Your phone has HDR settings that will 
help with the enhancement of your 
photos, make sure to have this feature 
turned on.

Tap to focus
Tap your screen to focus to make sure 
your photos come out nice and crisp!



After your client has taken the photos of their home, have them share the photos with 
you so you can edit them. If you both have an iPhone then your client can share the 
photos with you through an iCloud link. If not, you can share through a sharing app like 
google drive or dropbox.

Avoid using the digital zoom
Instead of using your phone’s zoom 
feature just get closer to the item you 
are trying to shoot.

Adjust the temp - this will make your photo more warm (reds, oranges) or more cool 
(blues, greens) if your home tends to be more orangey then you can cool it down 
will come blue and vice versa

Step 3. Editing the Photos

Editing Appst
Edit your photos using the  Camera+ 
app  for iOS users, or  Snapseed  for 
Android users.

Follow these editing tips to
for the best results

Adjust your brightness of the photo, the 
brightness is usually found by the sun icon.

Avoid using the digital zoom
Instead of using your phone’s zoom 
feature just get closer to the item you 
are trying to shoot.
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Clarity will help your photo be more clear but sometimes can sharpen your image too 
much that it doesn’t look real so be careful with this edit

Step 3. Cont.

Shadows if your photo is dark and you have already turned up the brightness look 
into increasing your shadows as well as this will help lighten the overall photo

Pro Image Enhancement - With services like  BoxBrownie , you can pay to have your 
images professionally edited. Some of their services include, photo retouching, 
virtual staging, item removal and so much more starting at $1.60 per photo.
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